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Pulitzer-Prize-winner and bestselling author C. Vann Woodward recreates the gripping account of

the battle for Leyte Gulfâ€”the greatest naval battle of World War II and the largest engagement ever

fought on the high seas. For the Japanese, it represented their supreme effort; they committed to

action virtually every operational fighting ship on the lists of the Imperial Navy, including two

powerful new battleships of the Yamato class. It also ended in their greatest defeatâ€”and a

tremendous victory for the United States Navy. Features a new introduction by Evan Thomas,

author of Sea of Thunder.
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"Oh Hell, they got away!" - A signalman aboard the U.S.S. Fanshaw Bay after the Japanese

battleships and cruisers that had been savaging two American escort carrier divisions during the

Battle off Samar (Leyte Gulf) inexplicably broke off contact and retiredIn October 1944, troops

commanded by General MacArthur invaded the Philippines. Knowing that the loss of these islands

would cut their empire in half and render inaccessible to their naval forces the fuel stores of

Southeast Asia, the Japanese decided on a last ditch, do-or-die sortie of the Imperial Fleet to



destroy the American naval force directly involved with the Philippine invasion, i.e. the Seventh Fleet

commanded by Vice Admiral Thomas Kincaid, while luring off the covering naval force, the Third

Fleet commanded by Admiral William Halsey. Thus, the Japanese unleashed a three-pronged

attack on the American landing sites in Leyte Gulf involving three naval commands: the "A"

(Northern) Force under Admiral Ozawa, the #1 Diversion Attack (Central) Force under Admiral

Kurita, and the #2 Diversion Attack (Southern) Force under Admiral Shima.THE BATTLE FOR

LEYTE GULF is author C. Vann Woodward's superlative account of the U.S. Navy's repulse of an

enemy approaching from the north, west and south. It was, because of poor decision making, faulty

communications, and disunited command chains, both a near thing for the Yanks and the ultimate

source of defeat for the Japanese. Certainly nearer than the final disproportionate tally of ships lost

on both sides would indicate.The Battle for Leyte Gulf was actually four separately defined and

described confrontations over three days: the Battle of the Sibuyan Sea, the Battle of Surigao Strait,

the Battle off Cape Engano, and the Battle off Samar.
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